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1936. At it, not only the question of annamentsoto the     JfJ
Pacific, but also the whole Manchurian question ^* *        ^
raised by England and America, and the conference
turned into one of the Powers acting in concert against
Japan.
It seems probable that England will endeavour to stir
up the Powers, and especially America, to present with her
a united front against Japan and to refuse to recognize
Manchukuo. If America does not prove amenable, England's
next step will probably be to get her to join in putting
pressure on Japan over the armaments question. Then, if
Japan will not listen, a third step directed towards the
cancellation of her mandate for the Pacific Islands may be
expected.
These are all possible steps for England to take to
oppress Japan. What line of action will Japan take to meet
them ? Let us first discuss the American attitude to Man-
chukuo.
America and Manchukuo.
The statements of the Japanese diplomats were fre-
quently belied by the actions of the Japanese soldiers. This
appears so to have annoyed Mr. Stimson that he burst into
salvos of protests and, maintaining that the No-War and
Nine Power Pacts had been violated, eventually declared
that Manchukuo would not be recognized. But a change
came, and it was realized that this declaration had been
somewhat hasty. Stimson was becoming unpopular in
America, and he got Mr. Castle, former Assistant Secretary
of State, to make a speech foreshadowing a change of
attitude. This was on April 7, 1933 (?), at the thirty-seventh
annual meeting of the American Association of Political
Science at Philadelphia.
In effect, what Mr. Castle said was that the description
of Manchuria as an integral part of China needed qualifica-
tion ; the hold of the National Government of China over
that province had all along been precarious. Japan had
interests there which she had had to protect, and her action
was regarded by her own people as taken in self-defence :
there had been, in the first instance, no intention to annex
the province. Too little consideration had been given to
these points, and America as well as other Powers had been

